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SECRET 


Alyeria-FPrance 
Sora a ta Te RRR. Bee 
Historteal Prtetionsa Linger 


Recent incidents involving Alyerlun workers in 
France and Franch citizens of Alyerian extraction 
visiting Algeria have marred bilateral relations. 


The bombing in late July of an Alyerian office 
building and a cultural center in France set off a 
storm of press criticism. in Algiers of Paris"’ alleged. 
toieration of and indifference to attacks on Algerian 
interests... Shortly thereafter, two children of 
harkis--Alygerians who sided with the French during 
the war for independence—-were prevented. from leaviny 
Algiars.. To retaliate, harkis seized as hastages 
several Algerian workers in France.. French. author~ 
ities finally intervened. to stop the incidents,. and 
Algiers released the children. 


The sense of recrimination that accompanied: 
these disputes is a legacy of the bitter colonial 
period that persists despite the efforts of both. 
governments to build a mors cooperative relationship. 
Hrench President Giscard d'Estaing's visit to Algeria. 
last April--the first to independent Algeria: hy a 
Erench. chief’ of state-—helped: lay the basis for 
improved relations.. For its part,, Algiers recognizes. 
the need for good: relaticme.. Prance remains Algeria's 
primary trading: partner,, ‘the most likely source of 


future foreign investment,, and’ an important safety 
valve for reducing unemployment at home, 
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Spanish Sahara 


ry ‘ ¢ . ‘a ‘ ‘ . . 
be NO SORE ae at! 


Psrerte asin eMl oat EALRNIhoH ba we oaD ae eennetthan tT eee tet 


The agreement between Mauritania and ‘toroaccyu 
on the partition of Spanish Sahara after the Spanish 


i 25X1 withdraw appears to be little more than a. 
i understanding .. 25X1 
‘ eee two countries have an oral under- 


standing=-but no written ayreement--that /lauritania 
will gain control aver the southern portion of the 
region, Rio de Uro, and Morocco will control the 
nerthern portion,. Saguia El Hamra.. 


25X1 The Lina of demapeation{ 25X1 
will star: at Corbo Bojador 


on. the aAtiantic, and generally follow the 26th 
parallel.. Such a partition would leave the 
potentially lucrative Bu Craa phosphates mines 
in. Moroccan. hanis.. 


There is: likely to be mush. haggling and 
recrimination. over the implementation of this 
Plan... Mauritania badly needs. additional Eunds. co 
underwrite its: development programs, and. undoubtedly 
é will seek some share of the phosphate revenues for 
nat opposing Morocco's.claims.. In addition, nomads. 
living along the projected partition Line give 
tneir allegiance to their tribal group rather than: to 
any political entity; their movaments will be a 
source of continuing border disputes.. 


Mutkiatveliin toon ient atest eects sete eet 


aaaerten toe raat feet 


Morecco probably intends that revelation of the 
agreement will increase pressure on. Spain to withdraw 
from Spanish. Sahara before the Internatinal Court 
of Justice issues its. opinion. on. the disposition of 
the territary.. Rabat then would.be in.a strong position. 
25X11 to: implement the agreement with. Mauri ba ta 
its: own. ‘ 25X1 


a 


nes PITTA 


cote em sn ee, 


Et 


% 
vues emrns 4030) 


Aug: 12. 19:73: 3: 


Approved For Release 2005/07/SF (R#4-RDP86T00608R000400040038-4 


Approved For Release PDO LOISE DET ee eee 


Nigeria 


Canstdering Haw Status 


As promised by Head of State Brigadier Muhammed 
in his first policy statement, the military yovarn- 
ment has appointed a panol to axamine the question 
of creating additional atatas. Muhammed has not 
yet committed himself on this politically sensitive 
issue, although former ..ead of state Yokubu Gowon 
did finally pronounce himself in faver of creating 
more states. last October.. 


Disparities in size and wealth among Niyeria's 
12 states have been a persistent source of complaint 
among minority tribes and sone groups within 
Nigeria's large tribes. These cloments regard the 
creation of more states as a means of gaining 
stronger and more representative voice in the 
federal system. 


For the new regime, the establishment of 
additional states. would provide an Opportunity to 
assign. additional rtate governorships tc aspiring 
military officers... The governnent would, however,. 
run the risk of opening a. Pandora's: box af agitation 
for the creation of numerous. tribally-oriented. and: 
economically weak mini-states.. 


j The present state system, which. reflects a. 
balance of six. northern. aud: six southern states,. 
was. created. in. 1967 by Gowon to replace the four 
regional administrative divisions. that existed. at 
that time.. His aim was to prevent. the imminent 
secession.of the predominantly Ibo eastern: region. 


| by reducing: the east's fear of domination by the. i. 
j north and to easa the fears of minority tribes in 
all regions... 
(Continued). 
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Rivalry between tho ragions. during ‘the aarly 

1960's was responsible for the breakdown of civilian 

rula,. two military coups. and a civil war. The 

state system, by providing political balance amony 

Nigeria's. competing: Yegional and. stear intoresta,. 

was one of Gowon's. main i 25X1 
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